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1.1 Das Naturschutzgebiet "Ahrschleife bei Altenahr" -
Synoptische Einführung in das Untersuchungsgebiet 
sowie in die Hintergründe, Modalitäten, Methoden 

und Ergebnisse der zoologischen und 
botanischen Intensiverfassung 

von WOLFGANG BÜCHS* 

Abstract 

The nature reserve "Ahrschleif'e bei Altenahr" - a summarizing introduction into the investi
gated locality and into the backgrounds, modalities, sampling methods, and results of the zoo
logical and botanical investigations 

In the nature reserve "Ahrschlcife bei Altenahr" a meandcr of the river Ahr has creatcd a horseshoe
shaped valley with extremely steep slopes ofthe surrounding hills which enclose a circular hill in the 
centre of the meander. Thereforc, depending on the exposition of the hill slopes, one is able to find the 
habitats of submediterranean and boreal rsp. at1antic and more continental elements of flora and fauna 
directly neighbourcd at distances of only a few metres. Thc area of the nature reserve is surrounded by 
the Eifel mountain plains and comprises an altitude range from app. 150 melres up to 480 metre.s. The 
Ahr valley has a northwest vergency and its hills are mainly build ofLower Devonian slates, furthcr
more siltstones, quarzites, and sandstones. lt is onc of the most northern vinegrowing areas on the 
European continent with a mild and wann climate (averagc temperature: 9.6 °C, rainfall 590 mm to 
660 mm/a, sunshine hours/a 1285 to 1444). 
The area of the nature reserve and adjacent parls consists of a patchwork of different habitats like the 
river itself and frcquently inundated pools, meadows, bottomland hardwood forests, and willow 
stands as well as humid ash-maple-forcsts (Aceri-Fraxinetum), dry oak forests, mountaneous beech
woods, fallow vineyards, orchards, fields, heaths and pastures, and last but not least bricky walls and 
huge and steep rocks sparsely covered by plant species of the Cotoneastro-Amelanchieretum.

Besides the results of the botanical and zoological investigations this surnrnarized introduction also 
infmms about the genesis of the joint investigations and thc process of getting this area protected as a 
nature reserve. 

* Einige Angaben zur Konstruktion und Standortbeschreibung der Malaisefallen und Olive1fallen wurden
von S. Risch und Dr. M. Sorg (beide Overath) übermittelt [s. hierzu auch RISCH (1993) und SORG (1993)].
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